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SAVE THE DATE:
“Making Strides Against Breast
Cancer Walk” Oct. 16th

Last year, NYSUT raised over $650,000 for a
cancer cure.

For the fourth year in a row, NYSUT is a flagship sponsor for the “Making
Strides Against Breast Cancer Walk,” a noncompetitive 5K walking event
taking place at several regional locations across the state. Binghamton and
Buffalo kick off the event on Sunday, Oct. 2. Every other regional walk will
take place Sunday, Oct. 16.  Last year, more than 6,000 members representing
local unions from Long Island to Buffalo raised over $650,000.
http://nysut.org/makingstrides/index.html

COMMENTATOR Policy

The content of the COMMEN-
TATOR  shall reflect the official po-
sitions and policies of the WCT,
with the following three excep-
tions:

1. The President of the WCT
should present his/her views in a
message to the members from time
to time, but not less than bimonthly.

2. Signed Letters to the Editor
(of responsible length) containing
personal views from members and
subscribers shall be published sub-
ject to laws of libel.

3. Members of the WCT may
place articles adhering to the Can-
ons of Journalism concerned with
WCT positions, policies, and issues
of interest to teachers in the Com-
mentary Section. (For both Letters
to the Editor and the Commentary
Section, the writer’s name and
WCT affiliation shall be attached,
and an editor’s note shall accom-
pany these sections indicating that
“The opinions expressed do not
necessarily reflect the official views
and policies of the WCT.”)

The COMMENTATOR adver-
tising policy as adopted by the Ex-
ecutive Board is as follows:

 Noncommercial (Personal) ads
for WCT MEMBERS only will be
run for two issues at no charge.

Commercial  (Business) ads for
WCT  MEMBERS only: guaran-
teed placement for half of the
school year, $35.00 per half year
payable Sept. 15th and Feb. 1st or
$5.00 per issue.

Reprints of articles from the
WCT COMMENTATOR are allow-
able only with the permission of the
WCT President.

Words of Gratitude
To All –

Thank you so much for

thinking of me for the award.  I was so

honored to be one of the few chosen

for it.  It is so nice to be rewarded for

my hard work.  Your generosity is

greatly appreciated.

Thanks Again!

Taryn Lippert

With Sympathy
Former Vassar Road Principal, Trudy Briggs,

passed away from Alzheimer’s Disease June 10, 2005.
A memorial service is being held on the Clearwater

Sloop at 1:30 PM on Saturday, September 24th at the Main
Street Hudson River Dock in Poughkeepsie.

Dear Pasquale,

On behalf of the Goals for

Hope Second Annual Women’s

Soccer Tournament, please accept

our thanks for your contribution of

$100 for a quarter page ad to benefit

the Miles of Hope Breast Cancer

Foundation.

Your confidence in and

support of the Foundation is deeply

appreciated.  Your gift will help keep

our community the best for all of us

residing in the Hudson Valley.

Sincerely,

Dana Effron

Co-Founder
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the WCT COMMENTATOR
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The freedom of summer is
just a memory now, and our WCT
members are settled into the routine
of a new school year.  More
importantly, I am sure you are all just
as ecstatic as I am that we’ve been
paid!

Over the summer, I had the
opportunity to participate in a
workshop on union newsletters at
NYSUT’s Mid-Hudson Regional
Office Summer Leadership
Conference.  I learned that over the
years, the WCT COMMENTATOR
has consistently been one of the
leading newsletters in our region.

Our newsletter has been going strong
for years, informing the members and
providing a wonderful outlet for
communication.  No other local
attending the workshop produced
twenty issues a school year!  Sadly,
some other local newsletters were
non-existent.

Due to my attendance at this
workshop, you might begin to notice
some slight changes to the
COMMENTATOR.  Don’t worry, I
won’t be making any drastic changes,
and our newsletter will still come out
20 times a year.  However, I am
excited to apply some of the

suggestions made at the workshop to
our publication.

Please remember to submit
your articles by e-mailing them to
WCTINK@hotmail.com, or send
them through interoffice mail to
Meredith Inkeles at Kinry Road or
to the WCT Office.

In Solidarity,

Meredith Inkeles

COMMENTATOR Editor

Editorial Expressions

NYSUT Member Recounts
Harrowing Escape from
Hurricane Devastation
Kevin Hart
September 1, 2005

When Hurricane Katrina made
deadly landfall in late August, killing
thousands of people and devastating a
wide swath of Louisiana, Mississippi
and Alabama, one NYSUT member and
her husband were engaged in a round-
the-clock struggle to escape its path.

Kathi Cullinane, a fifth-grade
teacher and member of the North
Babylon Teachers Organization on Long
Island, was enjoying a “relaxing”
vacation with her husband, Chuck, at a
time-share in New Orleans. They took
in the rowdy sights of the French
Quarter, watched the New Orleans
Saints play in a pre-season football

game and toured the “haunted” parts of
the city.

Then came the prospect of
disaster. Katrina, which had many
meteorologists guessing where it would
make landfall, bore down on New
Orleans.

On Saturday, Aug. 27, a
voluntary evacuation was issued in New
Orleans. But evacuating was easier said
than done.

“There were no flights out,”
said Cullinane. “Amtrak was closed.
Greyhound didn’t have any buses we
could get on, and there were no rental
cars available. We just bought all the(Continued on page 5)
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WCSD Factoid:

• At the June 20, 2005 Board
meeting, Superintendent
Powell’s contract was ex-
tended until 2010.

NYSUT Member Recounts Harrowing
Escape from Hurricane Devastation
continued from page 3

survival stuff, like flashlights and water,
and went about our day.”

The next day, there was a knock
on the door. Evacuating New Orleans
was no longer optional. Emergency
personnel told the Cullinanes that if they
could not find a way out of New
Orleans, they would have to wait out the
storm in the Superdome, a sporting and
concert venue that had been converted
into a refugee shelter from the coming
storm.

Cullinane knew if she camped
out at the Superdome it could be weeks
before she made it back home to her
three children and teaching position at
Marion G. Vedder School in North
Babylon.

“We knew we had to get out
now,” she said.  With no small amount
of reservation, Cullinane and her
husband resorted to hitchhiking.
Walking to Interstate 10, they were
rescued by their “guardian angel,” a
business owner who agreed to take them
to Pensacola, Fla.

Fighting heavy traffic, they
made the 200-mile drive in 13 hours,
finding shelter at a hotel. But there was
no way out of Pensacola, which was
bracing for the outer edges of Katrina.

On Aug. 29, as rain started to
fall, touching off a lashing that
eventually would leave parts of
Pensacola flooded, Cullinane and her
husband received hopeful news. There
was a rental car waiting for them in
Tallahassee, 200 miles away. Chuck
literally “jumped in front of a truck”
carrying a fleeing business owner who
agreed to transport the couple 50 miles
to Crestview.

The only business the couple
could find open in Crestview was U-
Haul, where employees initially refused
to rent any vehicles. Three-hundred

dollars later, the Cullinanes were given
a 1982 model without air conditioning.

By now, family members had
found the couple a flight to Long Island
from Jacksonville, if they could be there
first thing in the morning on Aug. 30.
In Tallahassee, they traded in the U-Haul
for a standard rental car and headed east.
After a couple of layovers on the flight,
the couple were safe and sound on Long
Island again.

The experience is still catching
up with Cullinane.

“We turned on CNN, and it was
just horrible,” she said. “We were just
there. We were so blessed to have people
to help us, and I would love to find a
way to give back.”

Cullinane said she did not feel
right escaping the damage relatively
unscathed, when she was helped along
the way by people who probably lost
everything.

She worked with her district
and local union president Pamela Katz
to establish a dress-down day every
Friday in September for anyone
donating to the American Red Cross.

Cullinane hopes her fellow
NYSUT members will do everything
they can to help those hurt by Katrina.
She is heartbroken to see such a
beautiful part of the country devastated.

“I’m glad we got to see New
Orleans, because the city will never be
the same,” she said. “This changes your
life. You start thanking your lucky stars
you have a guardian angel looking out
for you.”

NYSUT Katrina Relief Fund:
NYSUT Headquarters
Attn: Accounting Department
800 Troy-Schenectady Road
Latham, New York 12110

Checks should be made payable to the
NYSUT Katrina Relief Fund.

RCK’s
Business
Honor Society
By Maryalice Goodall
Teacher-in-Charge

Eight new members were
inducted into the Business Honor
Society at Ketcham High School on
June 14, 2005.  A reception followed
the induction, and certificates were
distributed to the recipients from the
State Education Department.

Pictured hold their certificates are (left to
right): Stephen Troue, Michelle Fornabaio,
Casey O’Hearn, Tina Pantaleo, and Brian
Henning.  Standing behind the students are
Business teachers Kristen Bockemuhl,
Carlo Picciotti, Karen Noye, William Hogg,
and Maryalice Goodall.

Missing from the picture are
Michael DeFrance, Matthew DiMarco, and
Kelly Simpson.
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MEMBERS’ CLASSIFIED ADS

Shirley

Rosicke
 PHOTOGRAPHY

PORTRAITS
Seniors, Families, Children

   Created in the studio or on location

�

Specializing in

WEDDING Photography.

�

Shirley Rosicke

845-226-5019

www.ROSICKE.com

   LITTLE DEPOT
Lionel, Williams, K-Line

Trains
6000 part inventory

REPAIR SERVICE
by appointment only

OLD TRAINS BOUGHT

thelittledepot@earthlink.net
845-226-5019

Ed McKenna
845-471-7607

KEEL SYSTEMS, LLC
Computer Setup/Repair/Improvements

Software Setup and Instruction
Virus/Spyware Protection,

Detection & Removal
Data Backup & Recovery
Networks: Wired/Wireless
Mobile Computing (Laptops/PDAs)
Digital Photography/VHS to DVD
EdmundMcKenna@netzero.com

VERO BEACH FLORIDA—
OCEANFRONT CONDO 2 bedrooms,
2 baths. Convenient first floor with
direct access to pool and beach. Newly
updated with washer/dryer in unit.
Offered fully furnished at $297,000.
Also for rental during the season
$12,000 (Jan-Mar) plus security and tax.
Other months available. Call Walter at
845-462-2510.

Thinking of Buying or Selling a Home?
Contact Chuck Deppe, Licensed Real Estate Salesperson, with over 20 years

experience. Free Market Analysis and Referral System Available.
 A Century 21 Agent and WCT member for over 30 years. Call (845) 227-3859

Gutter Protection Systems

The First. The Best,
The #1 Gutter

Protection System in
the World

Joe Schmid - (845) 297-0500
  www.gutterhelmet.com
gutterhelmet@verizon.net

*Special 15% discount to WCT
Members

2005-2006
Pay Dates:
October 7th
October 21st
November 4th
November 18th
December 2nd
December 16th
December 30th
January 13th
January 27th
February 10th
February 24th
March 10th
March 24th
April 7th
April 21st
May 5th
May 19th
June 2nd
June 16th
June 23rd



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /SyntheticBoldness 1.00
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /Description <<
    /FRA <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create PDF documents with higher image resolution for improved printing quality. The PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Reader 5.0 and later.)
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308000200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e30593002537052376642306e753b8cea3092670059279650306b4fdd306430533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e30593002>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


