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Cystic Fibrosis Fundraiser
Prompts “Jar Wars”
at Van Wyck
By Franca Petrillo

When Matthew and
Chris Zhang came to me and
asked that I help them with a
fundraiser for Cystic Fibrosis,
I had no idea how successful it
would be.  Matthew and Chris
were motivated.  They wanted
to raise money to donate to the
Cystic Fibrosis Foundation to
help find a cure because they
have a six year old cousin who
has the disease.

From October 9, 2007 through October 23, 2007, Matthew, Chris, and their
friends Matthew McNamara, Dan McCarthy, Conrad Burke, AJ Nandi, and Brandon
Horton promoted “Jar Wars” over the PA system.  Each participating homeroom
was given a jar in which students placed their donations.  It was a competition to see
which homeroom would raise the most money.  Twice a week the boys would
announce the homeroom which was in the lead.  By the end of the two weeks, Van
Wyck had raised $3,860 to donate to the Cystic Fibrosis Foundation.

I attribute the success of this fundraiser to the leadership, motivation, and
enthusiasm of Matthew and Chris.  These two students gave up free time to organize
and promote the fundraiser so that it would be a success.  The 6th grade winning
homeroom was awarded a pizza party from Pizza Village, and the 7th and 8th grade
winning homeroom was awarded a bagel breakfast.  Proceeds were donated by the
Van Wyck PTO and Sam’s Club.  Bagels were purchased from Fishkill Bagels at a
discount.  An additional breakfast and goodie bags were given to the two homerooms
that were very close to the winners.  Thanks and gratitude to Mrs. Zhang who
organized all of the awards given to our students.

Due to Matthew and Chris’ efforts, the Cystic Fibrosis Foundation will be
able to continue seeking a cure.  I applaud the boys for all of their hard work.
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John Jay FBLA Winter Coat Drive is a
Great Success!
By: Robert Wehmann

During the week of December
3rd, the members of the Future Business
Leaders of America (FBLA) at John Jay
High School organized and conducted
its 4th Annual Winter Coat Drive.  The
Coat Drive was a terrific success.  Over
100 winter coats were collected from
students, faculty, and the John Jay
community.  All of the items were
donated to the Family Partnership in the
City of Poughkeepsie.  Our neighbors
in need will dress warmer this winter.

FBLA members extend their
many thanks to faculty and friends for
all of the support received in this
worthwhile effort to assist our
community.

NYSUT Education & Learning Trust:
Spring 2008 Courses and Online Registration
You’re just three clicks away from professional
development opportunities with NYSUT’s Education
and Learning Trust!

√ Download the full Spring 2008 Course Catalog
at www.nysut.org/files/elt_springcatalog2008.pdf.

√ Learn more about ELT at www.nysut.org/elt.

√ Register online with ELT Web Services at
e l t w e b . n y s u t . o r g / i q w e b / V i s i t o r /
ConEdCourseSearch.asp.

What does the Education & Learning Trust offer?

• Take local or online courses for college or professional
development credit.
• Use courses to complete an undergrad or grad degree,
or to earn additional certification.
• All courses are offered at convenient times and locations
to fit your busy schedule.
• Courses are taught by veteran instructors with decades
of experience.

Questions?

Contact the NYSUT Education and Learning Trust at
ELTmail@nysutmail.org, or call 1-800-528-6208
(213-6000 in the Capital District).
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Dates to Know

JANUARY:
• BOE meeting - January 14, 2008 (WJH & FP)
• pay day - Jan. 18, 2008
• no school - January 21, 2008
• BOE meeting - January 28, 2008 (GY & BR)
FEBRUARY:
• pay day - Feb. 1, 2008
• Superintendent’s Conference Day - February 6, 2008
• BOE meeting - February 11, 2008 (VW & SR)
• pay day - Feb. 15, 2008
• no school - February 15, 2008
• no school - February 18, 2008
• BOE meeting - February 25, 2008 (MC & OG)
• pay day - Feb. 29, 2008
MARCH:
• BOE meeting - March 3, 2008 (JJ)
• pay day - March 14, 2008
• BOE meeting - March 17, 2008 (EV, VR, & KR)
• no school - March 21, 2008
• no school - March 24, 2008
• Superintendent’s Conference Day - March 25, 2008
• pay day - Mar. 28, 2008
APRIL:
• General Membership Meeting - April 7, 2008
• BOE meeting - April 7, 2008 (WJH & FP)
• pay day - Apr. 11, 2008
• Spring Recess - April 14 - 18, 2008
• BOE meeting - April 22, 2008 (GY, BR, & VR)
• pay day - Apr. 25, 2008
MAY:
• BOE meeting - May 5, 2008 (RCK, FS, & SR)
• pay day - May 9, 2008
• WCT Recognition Dinner - May 16, 2008
• BOE meeting - May 19, 2008 (VW, JJ, & OG)
• pay day - May 23, 2008
• no school - May 23, 2008
• no school - May 26, 2008
JUNE:
• pay day - June 6, 2008
• BOE meeting - June 9, 2008 (MC, EV, KR, & OG)
• pay day - June 20, 2008
• pay day - June 26, 2008

Spook Hill Frames

We will frame almost anything!
10 % WCT  discount at all times!

Call 297-1956

FOR SALE OR TRADE: A
Mount St. Mary three class
voucher for a SUNY New
Paltz voucher. Anyone
interested? Call Bridget at 845
635-1956.

WANTED: to borrow or buy
- BETA tape player - wanted
to transfer 6 BETA tapes to
DVD.  Please call Linda at
845-401-1284.

FOR SALE:   One Mount
Saint Mary College voucher,
valid for 2 years.    Available
for $1100.  Please dial 845-
527-2192.

HOUSE FOR RENT:
Furnished, move right in -
South side of POK nr Vassar
College. Dec to May with
option to stay on as
housemate. Also option to
rent in Venice, FL May thru
Nov. (call for details).
Washer Dryer, Yoga Room,
Office, Deck, Porch,Yard,
Piano and Bicycle. Non-
Smoker.  No Pets. $1200 per
month plus utilities. Call
Rich @ 845 473-4696.

(Continued on page 4)

Members’ Classified Ads



the WCT COMMENTATOR

Wappingers Congress
of Teachers

2537 Route 52, Suite 15
Hopewell Junction, NY

12533

NYSUT 13-270
AFT 1989

 phone:
(845) 227-5065

fax:
(845) 227-1977

email:
wct@WCTeachers.org

 WCT President:
Pasquale Delli Carpini

 Editor & V.P. of Internal
 Communications:

Meredith Inkeles

 Proofreader:
Diane Davis

 Distribution:
Peg Nikola & Alice
Heusinger, WCRT

We’re on the Web!

see us at:

WCTeachers.org

Page 4

Members’ Classified Ads

Thinking of Buying
or Selling a Home?
Call for a market analy-

sis of your home!
Contact

Chuck Deppe,
a Century 21 Agent with
25 years experience in
residential sales & a

WCT member for over 35
years)

845-227-3859
CTDEP1@optonline.net

Shirley

Rosicke

 PHOTOGRAPHY
PORTRAITS
Seniors, Families,

Children
Created in the studio or on

location

�

Specializing in

WEDDING
Photography.

�

Shirley Rosicke
845-226-5019

www.ROSICKE.com

   LITTLE DEPOT
Lionel, Williams,

K-Line

Trains
6000 part inventory

REPAIR SERVICE
by appointment only

OLD TRAINS
BOUGHT

thelittledepot@earthlink.net

845-226-5019

Free Estimates

Chris Capasso

Interior & Exterior
Painting

Gutter Cleaning,
Roofing, Siding,

Windows

Power Washing &
Staining

Phone 845-242-
8228

Gutter Protection Systems

The First. The Best,
The #1 Gutter

Protection System in
the World

Joe Schmid - (845) 297-0500

www.gutterhelmet.com

gutterhelmet@verizon.net

*Special 15% discount
to WCT Members

Stacy McCusker
Licensed Sales Agent

Currier & Lazier
Realtors®

4 Commerce Street
Suite B-2

Poughkeepsie, NY 12603
www.coldwellbanker

hudsonvalley.com

845.452.1156 business
845.453.9113 cell
845.452.1631 fax
stacy.mccusker@

coldwellbanker.com

KEEL SYSTEMS,
LLC

Computer Setup/Repair/
Improvements Software Setup

and Instruction
Virus/Spyware Protection,

Detection & Removal
Data Backup & Recovery
Networks: Wired/Wireless

Mobile Com-
puting

 (Laptops/
PDAs)
 Digital

Photography/
VHS to DVD

Edmundmckenna@optonline.net

Ed McKenna
845-471-7607

(Continued from page 3)

Happy New Year!
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