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Dear Members,

As | look at my calendar, | am
astounded to see how fast this school
year iscoming to an end. Time goes by
so quickly and people go in and out of
our lives. We must never miss the
opportunity to reflect upon the things
that are truly important to us, or to
recognize the people who play an
integral role in our day-to-day
endeavors. For me, this is a time of
reflection and to be thankful for al of
those who continually render my job
as president of the Union a very
rewarding experience.

One such personisLindaLeito,
our Administrative Assistant, who this
year, on October 30", will celebrate her
24" year of dedicated service to the
Wappingers Congress of Teachers.

| am very fortunate to have the
opportunity to work with an
unremitting Executive Board. The
Wappingers Congress of Teachers is
fortunate to have such dedicated and
hard working individuals in positions
of leadership. My sincerest thanks go
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From the President’s Pad
Have a Great Summer!

to: Donna Basile, Martha Bilsback,
Caroline V. Hernandez, Meredith
Inkeles, Raymond K oretsky, Michael
Lyons, MaryAnn Moran, James
Molloy, John Neevel, Christine
Romano, Michelle Ross, Jane
Sockslager, and Theresa Stowell.

| am plaintive in announcing that
Caroline V. Hernandez, James
Molloy, John Neevel, and Theresa
Sowell will not be returning to serve
on the Executive Board for the 2008-
2009 academic year dueto professional
and personal obligations. Their
contributionsto this organization have
been invaluable and their absence will
be felt. Their devotion, rectitude,
wisdom and convictions, even in the
most difficult of times, will be sorely
missed.

| am happy to welcome on board
Flip Gertler, VP Palitical Action (FS),
Dawn Sala, Elementary at Large,
(MC), DianeDiChiara, Secondary at

(continued on page 2)



Large (JJ), and Paul Nostrand,
Secondary at Large (WJHS). Thank
you for stepping up to the plate on
behalf of our members, and | look
forward to working with you.

This year we held the WCT
elections. | am privileged and humbled
that you have given methe opportunity
to serve and represent you for another
term.

Kudos to Meredith Inkeles
whose dedication and sedulousness
engender this publication and renders
it worthy of recognition. In the role of
editor of The WCT COMMENTATOR,
she has earned a bevy of NYSUT
journalism awards; furthermore, as
Webmaster of the WCTeachers.org,
our website has been recognized asthe
best informational site by NY SUT for
the past two years.

In our pursuit to keep members
informed, | strongly recommend
everyone to sign up for Union News
UpdatesviaE-mail. By enrollinginthis
free service, you will receive
information delineating the current
news of AFT, NYSUT and the WCT.

| would be remiss if | did not
recognize the commitment of the
building representatives, who havethe
essential role of protecting and
safeguarding theinterests and rights of
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our members. Also deserving
acknowledgement are Alice Baker
(Membership Chairperson) and Susan
Roger (WCRT President) for their
leadership and efficacy on behalf of the
retirees, who are awaysready, willing,
and able to lend a helping hand
whenever necessary. Joining our team
is Tad Herman, who is Membership
Co-Chairperson.

Working together we have been
able to accomplish many worthwhile
goals. One such goal that will make a
difference in our personal and
professional liveswasto achieve afair
and equitable contract for our members.
It was also through the hard work and
perseverance of numerous volunteers
that we were able to elect positive
School Board Trustees on May 20™. |
extend my sincerest congratul ations
and appreciation for the countlesshours
of servicetowardsthis process. A debt
of gratitude goes to the interviewing
committee, consisting of acoalition of
other locals, who helped in this
election. During this arduous task, the
input of retiree Cliff Foley was
invaluable.

For the future, it is crucia to
increase member involvement within
our local and the community. It is
important to keep our union activities
alive and strong. This level of support
and dedication cannot wane in future
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years. Although we are not negotiating,
we must continue to be active, visible
and unified in striving towards our
goals.

I would like to wish you and your
families a peaceful, rguvenating, and
well-deserved summer vacation. See
you in September!

In solidarity,

How to sign up for

Union News Updates:

Vsend an email to
news@wecteachers.org

Vin the message, include
your name and school

Vyou cannot join the
news list with a
GroupWise account!
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Retiree: Margaret Cappell

It will be hard to leave al the people | work with. Working with the staff at VWJHS has been like finding a pot of gold.
Everyone has been wonderful and a pleasure to work with. Math department: Y OU ARE THE BEST!

Retiree: Theresa Martinko
Special Education Teacher

| taught in the WCSD for
twenty-nineyears with two yearsprior
serviceat DDSO Community Services
and an extended Temp Position at

BOCES. | always taught in the
WCSD’s  Special Education
Department. | went from Self-

contained 1 and 2, to Inclusion 3/4, and
lastly traveling Resource Room
teacher.

Prior to entering public
education, | wasa" head teacher” inone
of the first Headstart Programs,
instituted by President Kennedy’s
administration, for eight years. In all
thetimel worked, | learned something
new every day. | learned to respect
others and treat othersfairly and that |
loved those preschoolers.

Now comes my advice to all
you new teachers...keep all your
school/hiring/ paperwork in an
organized fashion. | was able to buy
back time and ended with thirty-one
years.

I’ll not miss the practical
things like worrying about the ice on
thedriveway or if | lose my teacher bag
and not have my schedule- wherewill |
go? Mostly I'll miss the everyday
encounters from staff, children, and
administrators. When dl isat alossand
the computers are down it is great to
hear from a small child, “Miss
Martinko my butterfly hatched, come
see.” | will miss the dedicated staffs
of al thebuildingsinwhich I’ vetaught.
Their support, guidance, and lovewere

FGO Does a School Good!

Mandy Scazo and Cheryl Urquhart of Fishkill Elementary have headed the

Fishkill Government Organization for the past four years. Thispadt year, the FGO, (a
student based organization which assists Fishkill Elementary School and its
community), worked hard to raise money for many needy causes. A totd of 30
sudents from grades 2-5, are voted by ther peers as dassroom representatives to
participatein the FGO. FGO has supported such charitiesas Toys 4 Tots, Shriner’s
Hospitd, S. Jude' sChildren Hospita, Cytic Fibrosis Foundation, Juvenile Diabetes
Research Foundation, Soan K ettering Cancer Center, Milesof Hope, Relay for Life,
the American Heart Association and many more. FGO aso assisted Paity Seablom,
another Fishkill Teacher, in raising money as a surprise tregt for one of its beloved
teachers who has encountered some difficult times. Most recently FGO collected
over 300 water bottles, decorated them as vases with carnations, to be sold before

Moather’sDay! Theschool and childrenareextremdy proud of their accomplishments.

an inspiration to me. To all the TC's
I’ ve worked with; thank you.

I would like to thank the army
of Teacher Assistantsthat | ‘ve had the
privilege of working with all these
years. They showed great honesty,
knowledge and adesireto go above and
beyond. | value their dedication and
wish everyone the best.

Lastly, | thank all my brother
and sister WCT members. You were
there for me the past 29 years, as| for
you; contract negotiatingisan art form.
The party a few weeks ago was so
wonderful. Thank you all! Enjoy your
summer vacation and keep your paper
work straight! Yoursin solidarity...
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Retiree: Maria Rowher
Ceramics Teacher

| wasjust akid, just a couple of years older than some of my students,
when at 20 years of age| began my teaching career here at Wappingersin 1974.
| traveled for some time after my January graduation in Switzerland, Austria,
Yugoslavia, Greece, and Israel. A kibbutz work project was cut short when war
broke out in the Gaza Strip. | returned home to fill out job applications...the
position was perfect for me - astrong clay program and teaching metals, jewelry,
leather and stained glass.

| spent my first years at Ketcham in a temporary position. When that
ended | worked as aprofessional potter for Seth Franklin Studios throwing 100
mugs aday. Four months and a very sore back |ater, a position opened at John
Jay and | spent the next four years there followed by a stint traveling between
the two high schools until | set up shop permanently at Ketcham.

I’ ve seen great changesin the District over the years; some good, some
bad...The one thing | can say for sureis that even with all
the stress and difficulties in teaching, | am so glad to have
shared my life’'swork with so many amazing people - young
and old alike.

What | will miss most:

» The many amazingly talented kids

* The artistic stimulation that teaching ceramics offers

» The many caring individuals | have had the pleasure to
have known and worked with over these many years

What | will misstheleast:

* The 5:30 AM aarm

* Not going out during the week
* Duct taped chairs

* Thingsfalling on my head

Plansfor thefuture...

* Continue traveling the world

» Become more at home in my own clay studio,
“Willowbend”

* Continue learning, teaching, finding joy and peace, and
making new friends

* Get out of “teacher” mode and “re-invent” the next part
of my life

» Have some fun!
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Good News!

» Congratulations to Beth Green
(WJHSlibrarian) and her family onthe
birth of Jacob David. On Friday, May
30th, Jacob decided it wastimeto join
the Green family even thought he was
five weeks early and it was his older
brother’s birthday! Jacob weighed 6
Ibs., 1 0z. and was 19 %2" long. Mom
and son are doing fine.

» Congratulations to the following
BOCESrecipientsof theWCT awards:
Valentina Gashi (JJHS) and Nicole
Mastromarino (RCK).
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John Jay’sWorld Cup Charity Soccer

Tour nament

By: Paolina Fusco

The school year ended on abright and energetic note
for an enthusiastic group of John Jay students this past
Thursday, June 12", as eight teams competed in their own
“World Cup” soccer tournament on the back fields of our
school. The sporting event was established as a fundraiser
to benefit the American Association for Cancer Research,
hosted, organized and executed by the Societa Onoraria
Italica— John Jay’s Italian Honor Society.

Italy hosted teams representing various parts of the
world: the USA and Canada; Ireland and Croatia; Sweden
and the Netherlands; Australiaand I srael. The championship
game was an exciting match between team Netherlands and
team Isragl; with the well-deserved fina victory going to
Isradl.

All participants, organizers and players are to be
applauded for their involvement and commitment. They all
contributed in avariety of waysto the success of the cause.
Their enthusiasm was instrumental in soliciting the
participation and contributions of several local businesses.

In fact, over twenty area enterprises sponsored our event
and are being recognized in the event program.

Several John Jay parents donated their precioustime
and expertise — to format the graphics of our advertising
program — to donate the winning trophy — to lend us the
necessary equipment and locate certified referees from our
community who also gave of their time freely to support
our students’ efforts. Thanksto everyone's hard work, the
Societa’ will be able to send over $1,200.00 to the AACR
organi zation; $300.00 of which raised solely by the students
themselves.

The many people who worked collaboratively on
this project are a perfect example of how a positive idea
can gather more and more positive energy as it moves
forward - from the Societa’ members- to the Jay student
population — to our administrators and physical education
teachers and coaches —to proud and active parents—to the
local community that cares!

Who saysthat young
people today don’t
care....

or don’t have any sense
of responsibility ??7?
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Exam Funnies

Editor’s Note: You may have seen the
following excerptsin an e-mail but | thought
it was worth publishing for a good laugh as
we finish grading exams, calculating grades
and filling in report card comments.
Supposedly, the below are actual answers
given on history tests and in Sunday school
quizzesby children between 5th and 6th grade
ages. They were collected over a period of
three years by two teachers. Read carefully
for grammar, misplaced modifiers,
misinformation and, of course, spelling!

. Ancient Egypt was old. It was
inhabited by gypsies and mummies who
al wrote in hydraulics. They lived in the
Sarah Dessert. The climate of the Sarah
issuch that all theinhabitants havetolive
elsewhere.

. The Greeks were a highly
sculptured people, and without them we
wouldn’'t have history. The Greeks also
had myths. A myth isayoung female maoth.

. Socrates was afamous old Greek
teacher who went around giving people
advice. They killed him. Helater died from
an overdose of wedlock which is
apparently poisonous. After hisdeath, his
career suffered a dramatic decline.

. In the first Olympic games,
Greeksran races, jumped, hurled biscuits,
and threw the java. The games were
messier then than they show on TV now.

. Julius Caesar extinguished
himself on the battlefields of Gaul. The
I des of March murdered him becausethey
thought he was going to be made king.
Dying, he gasped out: “Same to you,
Brutus.”

. Joan of Arc was burnt to a steak
and was canonised by Bernard Shaw for
reasons | don't really understand. The
English and French still have problems.

. It was an age of great inventions
and discoveries. Gutenberg invented
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removable type and the Bible. Another
important invention wasthe circul ation of
blood.

. Sir Walter Raleigh is a historical
figure because he invented cigarettes and
started smoking.

. Sir Francis Drake circumcised the
world with a 100 foot clipper which was
very dangerousto all hismen.

. The greatest writer of the
Renaissance was William Shakespeare.
Hewasbornintheyear 1564, supposedly
on his birthday. He never made much
money and is famous only because of his
plays. He wrote tragedies, comedies, and
hysterectomies.

. Romeo and Juliet are an example
of a heroic couple. They lived in Italy.
Romeo’slast wishwasto belaid by Juliet
but her father was having none of that I'm
sure. You know how Italian fathers are.

. Writing at the same time as
Shakespeare was Miguel Ervantes. He
wrote Donkey Hote. The next great author
was John Milton. Milton wrote Paradise
Lost. Since then no one ever found it.

. Delegates from the original 13
states formed the Contented Congress.
Thomas Jefferson, aVirgin, and Benjamin
Franklin were two singers of the
Declaration of Independence. Franklin
discovered el ectricity by rubbing two cats
backward and also declared, “A horse
divided against itself cannot stand.” He
was a naturalist for sure. Franklin died in
1790 and is still dead.

. Abraham Lincoln became
America's greatest Precedent. Lincoln's
mother died in infancy, and he was born
in alog cabin which he built with hisown
hands. Abraham Lincoln freed the slaves

by signing the Emasculation
Proclamation.
o On the night of April 14, 1865,

Lincoln went to the theatre and got shot
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in hisseat by one of the actorsinamoving
picture show. They believe the assinator
was John Wilkes Booth, a supposingly
insane actor. This ruined Booth's career.

. Johann Bach wrote a great many
musical compositions and had a large
number of children. In between he
practised on an old spinster which he kept
upinhisattic. Bach died from 1750 to the
present. Bach was the most famous
composer intheworld and sowasHandel.
Handel was half German, half Italian, and
half English. He was very large.

. Beethoven wrote music even
though he was deaf. He was so deaf that
hewroteloud music and becamethe father
of rock and roll. He took long walks in
theforest even when everyonewascalling
for him. Beethoven expired in 1827 and
later died for this.

. Thenineteenth century wasatime
of agreat many thoughts and inventions.
Peopl e stopped reproducing by hand and
started reproducing by machine. The
invention of the steamboat caused a
network of riversto spring up.

. Louis Pasteur discovered a cure
for rabbits but | don't know why.

. Charles Darwin was a naturalist.
He wrote the Organ of the Species. It was
very long people got upset about it and
had trials to see if it was really true. He
sort of said God's days were not just 24
hours but without watches who knew
anyhow? | don’t get it.

o Madman Curie discovered radio.
She was the first woman to do what she
did. Other women have become scientists
since her but they didn’t get to find radios
because they were already taken.

. Karl Marx was one of the Marx
Brothers. The other three were in the
movies. Karl made speeches and started
revolutions. Someone in the family had
to haveajob, | guess.
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FOR RENT: Carriage House - Studio.
$895/mo. Single Occupancy. Private
Entrance/ Building. Off Street Parking.
Furnished/ Utilities Included. Large
Private Deck. Private Bath, Living,
Kitchen, Dining Areaw/ Loft Bed. Family
Basic Cable Included. Easy Access to
Main Roads. No Smoking, No Water Beds
& No Pets. Serious Inquiries Only.
Available 8/1/08. Phone: Tim @ 845-
462-0601.

FOR RENT: 4 bedroom cottage on
CopakeLake. Grest lake - great golf. Only
alhour drive. for the month of August -
cal Bill @ 914-755-6248.

NEEDED: used washing machine and
freezer. Call Bill @ 914-755-6248.

HOUSE FOR SALE: Fishkill, 4
bedroom Cape with loft, kitchen, dining
room, living room with fireplace, onebath,
hardwood floors, garage. $259,000. Call
471-8449.

CONDO FOR SALE: Town of
Poughkeepsie, 2 bedroom, 1 bath, kitchen,
dining room, living room condominiumin
park like setting; Spackenkill schools,
HOA includes heat, hot water,
management, grounds, garbage, snow
removal, pool. $128,000. Call Marion
(845) 471- 8449.

FOR SAL E: Twotwin sizeloft beds. Exc.
condition. One 3 ft. solid maple bed with
attached 3 drawer dresser, 3 bookshelves,
desk, chair, ladder. One 4 ft. solid oak bed
with attached bookshelf, desk, chair. $600
apiece. Call 845-224-8288.

FOR RENT: Large, spacious 3 bedroom
housein Goshen. $1,920 per month. Call
294-7261 for more details.

FOR SALE: 2005 V-rod Harley. $10,000
with free helmet. Almost new with 1,900
miles. Call 294-7261 for further informa-
tion.
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Free Estimates
Chris C
Interior & Exterior Painting

Gutter Cleaning, Roofing,
Siding, Windows

Power Washing & Staining
Phone 845-242-8228

ROOMMATE NEEDED: Room
available at Fox Hill Condo’s in Pok.
$700/month all included. Fully furnished.
No smoking, no pets. Contact Kristie at
416-4072 with questions.

O’ Déll Painting
Interior/ Exterior Painting

Pressure Washing/ Water Proofing

Fire & Water Damage/ Wallpaper
Removal

Free Power Washing with every
Exterior Paint Job
Over 20 Years of Experience!
Call for aFREE ESTIMATE
Ray O’ Dell
(845) 297-2341 or (914) 245-0001

M cGuiney Fencing
Mark D’ Onofrio

Sean Keenan
Free Estimates - 914.490.5854
Over 20 Years Experience
specializing in pools &
residential fencing:
wood, vinyl, aluminum, &
chain link

Very Reasonable Prices

FOR SALE: Dinette; dining room table
& 6 chairs; twin bed frames; TV's; newly
upholstered winged chair; antique coat
rack; music chest; chest of drawers; bistro
tables; patio furniture. Call 845-462-5526

FOR RENT: The Villages Florida. 2
bedroom 2 bath ranch home w/golf course
view. Check out thebest placefor retirement
living, and only 1 hour to Orlando and the
attractions. Golf cart included in rental.
Come see what former retirees, the
Schinella’s, Frappier’'s, Ridolph’s,
Pauldine's, Meier's and Knickerbocker’s
have cometo know and love. Contact Mike
for information at 352-217-7738.

NEW YEAR
NEW BODY
NEW YOU
Personal Training

by Yvonne
(845) 489-4805

n\\‘

«¢  Spook Hill Frames

Wewill frame amost anything!
10% WCT discount
at all timed

Call 297-1956

Ty

ulll |Il|”l““'
=
T

nll”””‘\

FOR RENT: Vacation in Ocean City,
Maryland. 2 bedroom/2 bath CONDO, on
thewater (bayside). 1st floor unit, next to
pool, beautiful sunsets, just crossthe street
to the beach - centrally located, close to
everything. Contact Sandy for information
at 896-1678.

WANTED: Two retired teachers looking
for 12" aluminum rowboat (preferably w/
trailer) in good condition. Call Dave at
255-7167 or Dennis at 831-1237.
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Wappingers Congress
of Teachers

2537 Route 52, Suite 15
Hopewell Junction, NY 12533

NYSUT 13-270
AFT 1989

phone:
(845) 227-5065

fax:
(845) 227-1977

email:
wct@WCTeachers.org

WCT President:
Pasquale Delli Carpini

Editor & V.P. of Internal
Communications:
Meredith Inkeles

Proofreader:
Brian Inkeles

Distribution:

Peg Nikola & Alice Heusinger,
WCRT
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(Continued from
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FOR SALE: ok diningrooms4,
two piece lighted hutch/buffet.
Dining table with two leaves and
six bow back chairs. Asking
$450.00for dl. Cdl Lindaat 724-

FOR SALE: GE Chest
Freezer, 48 in. long, 32 in.
high, 28 in. deep - GOOD
CONDITION. $100.00 Call:
(845) 226-8769.

WEEKLY SUMMER REN-
TAL : 2 bedroom duplex, steps
to the ocean and bay beaches
of Surf City, Long Beach
Island, NJ. Reasonable rates.
Takethe Garden State Parkway
to exit 63. Less than 3 hours
from southern Dutchess
County. Call Olga 845 226-

SMIKLET
KOJICIKE

PHOTOGRAPHY

PORTRAITS
Seniors, Families,
Children

Created in the studio or on
location

xR
Specidizingin
WEDDING
Photography.
xR

Shirley Rosicke
845-226-5019
www.ROSICKE.com

FOR SALE: nearly new knitting
machine plus 12 pattern books.
$125-cdl HorenceHaiber at 227-

FOR SALE: Air conditioning,
refrigeraiontools& parts. Owner
retired. Too much to list. $4,
500.00. For moreinfo& complete
list cal: (845) 453-3441.

Sacy McCusker
Licensed SalesAgent

Currier & Lazier
Realtors®

4 Commerce Street
Suite B-2
Poughkeepsie, NY 12603
www.coldwel lbanker
hudsonvalley.com

845.452.1156 business
845.453.9113 cell
845.452.1631 fax
stacy.mccusker @

coldwellbanker.com

KEEL SYSTEMS

LLC
Computer Setup/Repair/
Improvements Software Setup
and Ingruction
Virus/Spyware Protection,
Detection & Remova
Data Backup & Recovery
Networks Wired/Wirdess
Mobile Comput-
Ve ing
(Laptops/
PDAYS)
Digitd
Photography/
VHSto DVD

Fdmundmckenna@optonline.nef|

Ed McKenna- 845-471-7607
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Thinking of Buying
or Selling a Home?
Call for amarket analy-
sis of your home!
Contact

Chuck Deppe,

a Century 21 Agent with
25 yearsexperiencein
residential sales& a
WCT member for over 35
years)
845-227-3859
CTDEP1@optonline.net

LITTLE DEPOT
Lionel, Williams,
K-Line
Trains
6000 part inventory
REPAIR SERVICE
by appointment only
OLD TRAINS
BOUGHT
thelittledepot @ear thlink.net

845-226-5019

Never Clean Your Gutters Again’

Dutchess
GutterHelmet ...
i

Gutter Protection Systems

The First. The Best,
The #1 Gutter
Protection System in
the World

Joe Schmid - (845) 297-0500
www.gutter helmet.com

gutterhelmet@verizon.net

*Special 15% discount to
WCT Members
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