A publication of the Wappingers Congress of Teachers

" the WCT COMMENTATOR
Vol. 37, No. 7

Inside this | ssue: Pr | nC| pal for the Day a.t

Looking for Members to

AdoptaFaily 2 Gayhead Elementary School

Van Wyck Homestead By: Kelly Hanna and Nicole Scalzo
Museum Open House 2 Gayhead Elementary School

Oak Grove Peer Mediation
Club Hosts Blood Drive 2

Sheafe Road School is
Rewarded Funding to Change
the Health and Wellness of
Students and Their Families 3

Good News! 4

Upcoming Events 4 _ _ _ _
Brielle Miano, in Mrs. Hanna's first grade class at Gayhead

2008 - 2009 Pay Days 4 Elementary School, raised the most funds for Gayhead's playground
walkathon.
Members ClassifiedAds 5
BoN A GE U MG To cd e_brgte her hard work, Bri_elle was given t,he oppo.rtunity
Seraaile g to be the “Principal of the Day,” while Mr. Olavarria, principa at
Gayhead Elementary, had his hair dyed green for the cause.
Financial Advisor Dates 6
Brielle was picked up at her house by a donated limousine and
taken to school where she was greeted by her peers and staff. Upon
arrival, Brielle read the morning announcements. She conducted a
building safety drill and visited her staff and students in various
classrooms. Brielle did “walk-throughs’ in each hallway, greeting
A /\ students and teachers alike. Later that day, Brielle was taken by

/\ X/ 3 e limousine to lunch at Tiramisu with her family, her teacher, Mr. Baird
K//\C/b\_\ and Mr. Olavarria
N ——

Brielle had an amazing experience and thinks that being a
principal may be something she may pursue in her future!



L ooking for Membersto Adopt a Family

This year, the Adopt a Family program is swamped with requests for
help. Adopting afamily often means buying giftsand aholiday meal for families
who basically have nothing. Some of the adoptive families have two kids and
others have as many asfive.

It issuggested that friends and family join together to make the holidays
brighter for these innocent children. That would ease the burden on any one
donor and it’'s al'so alot more fun to shop together.

If anyone is interested in adopting afamily for the holidays please call
WCRT member Gail Buckle at 896-5087 or 914-474-5186.

Van Wyck Homestead M useum Open House

Mark your calendar for December 30, 2008, 6:30 PM - 9:30 PM. Therewill be an
OPEN HOUSE at the Van Wyck Homestead Museum, at the junction of Route 9 and |-
84, Fishkill. Theactivitieswill feature areading of the“ Night Before Christmas’ aswritten
r, by Henry Livingston - and children’sactivitiesrelative to the many holidaysfalling inthe
end of December and beginning of January: St Nicholas Day, Hannukah, Diadelos Tres
Reyes, etc. Refreshments and music will enhance the holiday atmosphere. There is no
admission fee to attend this event. For more information please call 845-896-9560 or
send an e-mail to vanwyckhomestead@aol .com.

Oak Grove Peaer Mediation Club Hosts
Blood Drive

One of the goals of the Oak successful by escorting donors to the [N PHOTO, Dr. Hill, peer mediators
Grove Peer Mediation Clubistoreach registration booth and to the canteen in scrubs, and Dawn Turpin-Orgetas
out to the community and help those for juice and cookies, babysitting, and (PE Teacher at Oak Grove)
in need. Thereis a severe shortage of  greeting at themain door.
blood in our area. 350 pints of blood
are needed everyday. Unfortunately, WE WERE ABLE TO
only 2% of the population donates SAVE 59 LIVESWITH
blood. The Peer Mediation Club THE HELP OF THE
decided that they would like to help  TEACHERS  AND
aleviate the blood shortage. Theydid COM M UNI TY
agreat job hosting their second Blood VOLUNTEERS!
Drive on Thursday, November 20,
2008, from3:30t09:00p.m.intheOak Thank you for your
Grove Gymnasium. Our 5thgradepeer  support of our school and
mediators, former peer mediators, and the New York Blood
six students from Ketcham High Center.
School helped to make our blood drive
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Sheafe Road School i1s Rewarded Funding to
Change the Health and Welness of Children
and their Families

Summer may bealongtimegone
tomany, but for Sheafe Road Elementary
School, this summer was the start to
improving theheath and wellnessof their
community for alifetime. TheWelIness
Committee at Sheafe Road Elementary
School worked hard thissummer, asthey
tirdessy dedicated time and energy to
the development of projects to improve
the wellness of their school. They were
invited, by Eat Well Play Hard (an
initiative of the New York State
Department of Hedlth) and itscommunity
partners, to submit a* Seed Project” that
would create sustainable change in the
areaof physical activity and nutrition.

Timewas not on their Side, asa
matter of fact, seven schoolswere asked
to participate and only four were ableto
pull together an amazing team of people
to get the job done by September. Each
oneof the schoolssubmitted projectsthat
were based on a tool called a School
Health Index, staff and faculty
observations and community
information. The Sheafe Road
Committee included Sherry Clark,
RebeccaCaulfield, Erin Kolachik, Clare
Curtis, Rose Neckles, BarbaraRothman,
Tiffany Devincienzi, Nelly Carretero,
Sharon Chiarulli and Franco Midle.

Sheafe Road’ saward was a48ft.
traverse climbing wall permanently
installed in the gymnasium. In addition
to the climbing wall, the students will
have the opportunity to sample various
fruits and vegetables during their lunch
period, compliments of Shop Rite
Supermarket.
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Physical Education teacher
Sherry Clark had this to say about the
project: “I am very grateful to Shayna
Russo and the Eat Well Play Hard Project
for this wonderful opportunity for our
school community. | would liketo thank
the Sheafe Road WelIness Committeefor
their dedication and hard work in
completing the proposal. Asaresult of
this project we hope to increase our
students’ understanding of the
importance of maintaining a healthy
lifestyle through proper nutrition and
physical activity.”

Principal Franco Miele added:
“Our sudents health and wellnessisone
of our top priorities here at Sheafe Road
School. | amvery proudof __
the work the Wellness ¥
Committee put into writing
this grant proposal. Our
entire school community
will benefit from their
effortsand hard work.”

“1 could not have
asked for amore dedicated
and determined group of
people,” stated Shayna
Russo, Eat Well Play Hard
Coordinator.  “These
schools did an astonishing
job addressing the needs of
their schools and the
objectivesof Eat Well Play
Hard. They developed a
great working relationship
with each other and some
wonderful projectsthat will

benefit the studentsand families of these
schoolsfor yearsto come.”

Eat Well Play Hard (EWPH) was
developed to help prevent childhood
obesity and reduce long-term risks for
chronic disease through the promotion of
targeted dietary practices and increased
physical activity. The EWPH “Seed
Projects’ were developed in order to
facilitate permanent, sustainable change
toaschool’spalicy, systemor thephysica
environment inorder toincreasephysica
activity and change that will outlast the
funding awarded.

(Top picture: Sheafe Road Gym before.
Bottom picture: Sheafe Road Gym after)
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Grood. News!

» Congratulationsto K elly Hanna on receiving tenure effective Janu-
ary 27, 2009.

 Congratulations to Katherine Hughes on receiving tenure effec-
tive January 10, 20009.

» Congratulationsto Patricia Murray on receiving tenure effective
January 30, 20009.

* Congratulationsto Betsy Solomon (KR) onthebirth
of her first grandchild, Alexander Michael Solomon.
Alexander was born November 21, 2008 and weighed
inat 5 pounds 12 ounces, and was 18 1/2 inches long.
Father, David, mother, Allison, and Alexander are do-
ing great.

Upcoming Events:
Roundtable Discussion

Membersareinvited to aRoundtable Discussion on Advanced Placement,
Honorsand Enrichment programs offered at WCSD. The meeting will take place
on Monday, December 8th at 7:30PM in the RCK cafeteria. The Roundtable
discussion wasinitiated at the request of our Board of Education. Joe Porpora,
BOE member, will be facilitating the discussion. In order for the District to
prepare for adequate seating, please RSVP to the Office of Curriculum &
Instruction viae-mail or EXT. 142 if you are planning on attending.

From the people who brought you the weekend...

Books to curl up with
www.aftplus.org

y- AFT has an expense reimbursement and/or endorsement ar-

A Union of Professionals rangement for marketing this program. For more information,

please contact AFT Financial Services at 800/238-1133, ext.

AFT + 4493; send an e-mail to disclosureinfo@aft.org; or visit
Member Benefits www.aftplus.org/disclosure.

buy where it counts o
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2008 - 2009
Pay Days

* Wednesday, November 26, 2008
» Monday, December 15, 2008
* Tuesday, December 30, 2008
* Thursday, January 15, 2009

* Friday, January 30, 2009

* Friday, February 13, 2009

* Friday, February 27, 2009

* Friday, March 13, 2009

» Monday, March 30, 2009

* Wednesday, April 15, 2009

* Thursday, April 30, 2009

* Friday, May 15, 2009

* Friday, May 29, 2009

» Monday, June 15, 2009

* Friday, June 26, 2009
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Members

Classified

Ads

FOR RENT: 1 bedroom apartment in
Hopewell Junction. Beautiful, quiet
neighborhood, close to many district
schools. Large closets, great outside
deck, pool. $900 a month includes
everything. Contact Carrie-505-7444.
Available January.

FOR SALE: 1997 Ford Truck F 150,
XLT, V-6, super cab with third door, 5
speed manual transmission, 80K miles,
original owner, red, very good
condition, asking $5,000. Call: George
@ 226-5071.

FOR RENT: Village of Wapp. Falls.
2BR apt. on 2nd flr. $1,400/mo. heat
& hwincl. Avail. 1/2/09. Call Anne:
297-1643.

(continued on page 5)




Members Classified Ads

"7 KEEL SYSTEMS,

LLC

Computer (PC/Mac)
Setup / Repair /Improve-
ments Software Setup
and Instruction
* Virus/Spyware Protection, Detection

& Removal
« Data Backup & Recovery
e Networks: Wired/Wireless
* Mobile Computing (Laptops/PDAS)
« Digital Photography/VHS to DVD

Ed McKenna - 845-471-7607

EdmundTMckennaJr@gmail.com

FreeEstimates
CHRIS CAPASSO

Interior & Exterior Painting
Guitter Cleaning, Roofing, Siding,
Windows
Power Washing & Staining

Phone: 845-242-8228

Are you thinking of buying or selling a
home now or in the future?

For amarket andysisof your homeor a
referra to buy ahome, call me or email me:

Chuck Deppe
845-227-3859
ctdepl@optonline.net
25+ years of Real Estate experience,
locally and nationally
A WCT member for 40 years

“ BEvery day isanew day in real edatel”

Chuck Deppe
Licensed Red Edtate Sdesperson
Houlihan Lawrence Redty
Route 52

Hopewd| Jet., NY 12533

Never Clean Your Gutters Again!®
Dutchess

GII“BI‘HElIIIEt Inc.
e

Guitter Protection Systems

The First. The Best. The #1 Gutter
Protection System in the World.

Joe Schmid - (845) 297-0500
www.gutter helmet.com

gutter helmet @verizon.net

*Special 20% discount to
WCT Members

www.coldwel lbankerhudsonvalley.com

STACY McCUSKER
Licensed SalesAgent &
WCT Member

(845) 452-1156 BUSINESS
(845) 453-9113 CELL
(845) 452-1631 FAX
stacy.mccusker @col dwellbanker.com

CcO SLL

| E=imis|
CURRIER & LAZIER
REALTORS®
4 Commerce Street, Suite B-2
Poughkeepsie, NY 12603

O’ Dell Painting
Interior / Exterior Painting
Pressure Washing / Water Proofing
Fire & Water Damage / Wallpaper
Removal
Free Power Washing with every

Exterior Paint Job
Over 20 years of Experience!

Call for aFREE ESTIMATE
Ray O’ Dell
(845) 297-2341 or (914) 245-0001
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Absolute Masonry Services

“ Experienced Masons Serving the Hudson Valley”

Stone * Cultured Stone * Brick * Gardens
* Patios* Walls* Walkways * Concrete *
Block * Stucco * Fireplace & Chimney
Veneer * All Masonry Repairs

Seatt » cafarella - Masonry Contractor
Phone: (845) 883-0086
Cell: (845) 401-7787
E-mail: Vmason77@aol.com

SHIKLET
KOJICIKE

PHOTOGRAPHY

PORTRAITS

Seniors, Families, Children
Created in the studio or on location

xR
Specidizingin
WEDDING Photography.

R

Shirley Rosicke
845-226-5019
www.ROSICKE.com

A +D.J. Services
New York & Hudson Valley
D.J. HARRY

parties - retirements - weddings -
anniversaries - any occasion
H. Ramirez
5 Willi Rd.
New Paltz, N.Y. 12561
(845) 255-6732
Harryshine5@aol.com

LITTLE DEPOT
Lione, Williams,
K-Line
Trans
6000 part inventory
REPAIR SERVICE

by appointment only
OLD TRAINSBOUGHT

thelittledepot @earthlink.net
845-226-5019
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Wappingers Congress
of Teachers

2537 Route 52, Suite 15
Hopewell Junction, NY 12533
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wct@WCTeachers.org
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Proofreader:
Diane Davis

Distribution:

Peg Nikola & Alice Heusinger,
WCRT

78—

/

ORK
B Y S};f?&

*th

17D rEACS

We're on the Weh!
see us at:
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* Next kae of the

WCT COMVENT AT Or- -
DPrcember 19, 2008.

Board of Education M eetings

Schedul € (mesetings are held at the District Offices at
8:15 PM)

« December 15, 2008 - Gayhead, Kinry, Vassar

« January 12, 2009 - Ketcham, Orchard View, Sheafe

« January 26, 2009 - Fishkill, Fishkill Plains, Wappingers

« February 9, 2009 - Evans, Myers, Van Wyck

« February 23, 2009 - Brinckerhoff, John Jay, Orchard View
« March 9, 2009 - Gayhead, Sheafe, Vassar

« March 23, 2009 - Ketcham, Kinry, Oak Grove

« April 6, 2009 - Evans, Fishkill, Wappingers

« April 26, 2009 (TUESDAY) - Fishkill Plains, Myers, Van Wyck
« May 4, 2009 - Brinckerhoff, John Jay, Vassar

« May 18, 2009 - Gayhead, Orchard View, Sheafe

« June 8, 2009 - Ketcham, Wappingers

Financial Advisor Dates

A financial consultant from Stacey Braun Associates, Inc. will beinthe WCT
office:

December 17
January 7 & 21
February 4 & 18
March 4 & 18

April 15 & 29
May 6 & 20 YOUR UNION

ane3 17 ——

Appointments are one (1) hour in length from 2 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. on afirst
comefirst served basis. Sincethese dotsfill up very quickly, call assoon as
possible. The WCT office number is 227-5065. If the above dates are not
convenient for you, call Stacey Braun Associates, Inc. 1-888-949-1925 directly
and other arrangements may be possible.
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