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Report OffersLessonsfor U.S.
Professional Development

Reprinted from the AFT Leader Net News - February 4, 2009

A new report by the National Staff Development Council finds that the
United States providesteacherstoo little professional devel opment, and that what
little is provided often lacks key elements proven to raise student achievement.
AFT president Randi Weingarten says the report, “Professional Learning in the
Learning Profession: A Status Report on Teacher Development in the United States
and Abroad,” offers a blueprint for better professional development for teachers
and, ultimately, better student achievement.

“Thosewho look to international comparisonsof student achievement also
should study theresults of thisreport, which providesalikely explanation for why
some countries perform better than the United States,” Weingarten says.

“The report highlights the desperate need for more and better support for
teachersin order to foster teamwork among teachers, give them avoice in school
decision-making, and tightly focus professional development on their academic
subjects. Each of these is a critical, research-based measure that would improve
teacher quality and student learning. Onefinding highlightsthe gap between where
we are and where we need to go: Research shows that 50 hours per year of
professional development is needed to improve student achievement, yet most
teachersin this country receive no more than 16 hours.

“Recently, some policymakers have proposed so-called teacher quality
reforms that, perversely, would make the teaching profession less attractive,
undermineteacher morale and collaboration, and do nothing to hel p teachersteach
and students learn. This report points to a better way forward, and we hope

WELCOME TO THE
TEACHING PROFESSION.
IN ADDITION TO YOUR
CLASSROOM DUTIES, YOU
GET TO BE BLAMED FOR ALL
OF PUBLIC EDUCATION'S ILLS.

s policymakers embrace the research-based measures
wesowsnenconsmeserooks - sertos |- Jegeribed in this report, which have proven successful in
LB | other nations.

“The AFT is strongly committed to improving
teacher quality. In addition to working to change state laws
and collective bargaining agreements to promote better
professional development, the AFT hasits own research-
based professional development programs, works with
school districts to establish peer assistance and review
programsthat improve teacher eval uation and support, and
even provides training for America's teachers in ‘lesson
study,” aform of professional development that is popular
in Japan and featured in this report.”




Feb. 10

Unite to
Fight

Join the fight to get America’s economy moving again.
in support of our
effort to pass the national economic recovery plan.

V e What's at stake?
: / Our schools and colleges, our healthcare and public safety systems, and es-

Fight,for, sential services are facing draconian cuts due to the economic crisis. The AFT
Americas Future strongly supports efforts like the American Recovery and Reinvestment Plan and
IT'S DOLLARS AND SENSE is actively challenging proposed cuts to vital services.

e Achildis 5 only once; she doesn’t get a second chance at her education.

e When a patient needs healthcare, he can’t wait for a better economic

climate.
Tuesday, :

Government services are necessities the public requires now—from clean
water to the highways that keep our economy moving.

February 10
H ) On Feb. 10, wear blue to work. Let’s send a clear message: that
Z O O strengthening education, healthcare and public services is crucial in order to
q restore and preserve opportunity in this country.

Join the fight for America’s future! Go to wwww.aft.org/fightdamerica.
Send a picture of you and your colleagues wearing blue on Feb. 10 to

aftphotos@gmail.com, and it will be posted on the Fight for America’s Future
Web site.

Wear your V&l

Shlft or ﬂngthmg *A limited quantity of WCT shirts are still available

HUBI for sale at the WCT Office. Sizes, styles, and prices
. are posted on the WCT web site.
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White House L aunches New Task Force on
Middle Class

Reprinted from Inside AFT E-newsletter from February 2, 2009

TheAFT applauded President Obamaand Vice President Biden for the actions announced on Jan. 30 that reaffirm
the administration’s commitment to revitalizing and expanding America’s middle class. The launch of the White House
Task Force on Middle Class Working Families—chaired by the Vice President—and the President’s signing of three
executive orders are important first stepsin helping restore the balance between employer and employee necessary to a
well-functioning and fair economy, saysAFT president Randi Weingarten, who attended the White House event marking
the launch of the task force.

“The goals of the task force dovetail perfectly with what we know are key components of strengthening and
growing the middle class. expanding education and training opportunities, balancing work and family, raising labor
standards, protecting middle class incomes and assuring retirement security—in other words, enabling the American
Dream,” Weingarten says.

“Taken together, the task force and the worker-oriented executive orders demonstrate the depth of the Obama
administration’s commitment to the concerns of working people and their families. TheAFT looksforward to continuing
to work with government at all levels to recognize and support the significant contribution America’s working families
make to our nation’s well-being.”

The task force Web site (http://www.whitehouse.gov/strongmiddleclass/) includes avideo from Biden, an op-ed
he wrote for USA Today, information about the task force members and meetings, and more. Members of the public also
can submit their own ideas to the task force. [AFT pressrelease - January 30, 2009]

Union Dues|Summer Opportunities

r Even though it’s winter, now isagood time
LS for the 2008 for educators to start thinking about summer

- opportunities. The Tools for Teachers (http://

TAXES F| SCa| Yeal’ www.aft.org/tool steachers/summer-studies.htm)
section of the AFT Web site includes information

on awide variety of summer studies and exchange
programs.

0ﬂm\$:<30 > < g

Jan-Juni1s12 x 34.10 > ¢
$409.20
Sept-Dec is8 x 35.52 al
$284.16 |

Total for year is $693.36 g =
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Worried about
proposed cuts to
school aid and higher
education and the
elimination of teacher
centers? Take just a

couple of minutes to

Raise Your

VOIGE

A Union of Professionals and be heard!

NYSUT makes it easy for you to join thousands of grassroots activists
by sending a free fax to your state and federal representatives. Go to
the bright orange “Take Action” box in the top right corner of the
union’s Web site, www.nysut.org. There, you'll see a variety of letters on
important issues of the day — such as continued funding for essential
programs or opposition to dangerous proposals.

It’s fast, it’s effective — and it’s free. Just follow these five simple steps
to contact your state and federal elected officials.

How to send:

1. Select up to three letters to fax from the listings of letters for state officials, federal
representatives and the governor. (Your selected faxes will appear in the right column.
You may add and remove letters at any time.)

2. Click “Send Faxes.” (You’ll have a chance to preview before they’re officially delivered.)
3. Determine your elected officials by ZIP code or by district.

4. Enter your personal information.

5. Click “Send Faxes.”

Spread the word!

We encourage you to ask family and friends to contact their legislators. o E

NYSUT

They can use this Web service, as well. 998_09
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Members Classified Ads

"7 KEEL SYSTEMS,

LLC

Computer (PC/Mac)
Setup / Repair /Improve-
ments Software Setup
and Instruction
* Virus/Spyware Protection, Detection

& Removal
« Data Backup & Recovery
e Networks: Wired/Wireless
* Mobile Computing (Laptops/PDAS)
« Digital Photography/VHS to DVD

Ed McKenna - 845-471-7607

EdmundTMckennaJr@gmail.com

FreeEstimates
CHRIS CAPASSO

Interior & Exterior Painting
Guitter Cleaning, Roofing, Siding,
Windows
Power Washing & Staining

Phone: 845-242-8228

&= Are you thinking of buying
' ‘ or selling ahome now or in
L 2 the future?
. Foramarket andlysisof your
" # homeor areferrd tobuy a

n home, call me or email me:

. |

Chuck Deppe
845-227-3859
ctdepl@optonline.net
25+ years of Real Estate experience,
locally and nationally
A WCT member for 40 years
“ BEvery day isanew day in real edatel”

Chuck Deppe
Licensed Red Edtate Sdesperson
Houlihan Lawrence Redty
Route 52

Hopewd| Jet., NY 12533

Never Clean Your Gutters Again!®
Dutchess

GII“BI‘HElIIIEt Inc.
e

Guitter Protection Systems

The First. The Best. The #1 Gutter
Protection System in the World.

Joe Schmid - (845) 297-0500
www.gutter helmet.com

gutter helmet @verizon.net

*Special 20% discount to
WCT Members

O’ Dell Painting
Interior / Exterior Painting
Pressure Washing / Water Proofing
Fire & Water Damage / Wallpaper
Removal
Free Power Washing with every

Exterior Paint Job
Over 20 years of Experience!

Call for aFREE ESTIMATE
Ray O’ Dell
(845) 297-2341 or (914) 245-0001
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Absolute Masonry Services

“ Experienced Masons Serving the Hudson Valley”

Stone * Cultured Stone * Brick * Gardens
* Patios* Walls* Walkways * Concrete *
Block * Stucco * Fireplace & Chimney
Veneer * All Masonry Repairs

Seatt » cafarella - Masonry Contractor
Phone: (845) 883-0086
Cell: (845) 401-7787
E-mail: Vmason77@aol.com

A +D.J. Services
New York & Hudson Valley
D.J. HARRY

parties - retirements - weddings -
anniversaries - any occasion
H. Ramirez
5 Willi Rd.
New Paltz, N.Y. 12561
(845) 255-6732
Harryshine5@aol.com

STACY McCUSKER
Licensed SalesAgent &
WCT Member

(845) 452-1156 BUSINESS
(845) 453-9113 CELL
(845) 452-1631 FAX
stacy.mccusker @col dwellbanker.com

CcO SLL

| E=imis|
CURRIER & LAZIER
REALTORS®
4 Commerce Street, Suite B-2
Poughkeepsie, NY 12603
www.coldwel lbankerhudsonvalley.com

SHIKLET
KOJICIKE

PHOTOGRAPHY

PORTRAITS

Seniors, Families, Children
Created in the studio or on location

xR
Specidizingin
WEDDING Photography.

R

Shirley Rosicke
845-226-5019
www.ROSICKE.com

LITTLE DEPOT
Lione, Williams,
K-Line
Trans
6000 part inventory
REPAIR SERVICE

by appointment only
OLD TRAINSBOUGHT

thelittledepot @earthlink.net
845-226-5019

(continued on page 6)
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We’re on the Weh!
see us at:

WCTeachers.org
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FOR RENT: 1 bedroom apartment in
Hopewell Junction. Beautiful, quiet
neighborhood, close to many district
schools. Large closets, great outside deck,
pool. $900 a month includes everything.
Contact Carrie -505-7444. Available

FOR RENT: Eastham Cape Cod, 4
bedroom, 2 bath, minutes from Nationa
Seashore, bike trails, more. $1500/week —

FOR RENT: LAKEFRONT RENTAL:
Lake Wallenpaupack, PA. 1.5 hrs from
Fishkill. Swim, fish, motorboat. House on
level lot deeps8. BBQ, bicycles, HDTV, A/
C & new EZ dock $1,200/wk. For photos &
details call Gary 845-462-4686.

FOR RENT: Large Studio Apartment.
$750/month. Well maintained New Windsor
complex, pool, parking, separate enterance.
Call 914-489-4794.

July/August. Call 297-1837.

THINK SUMMER!

FOR RENT: 2 BR, 2 BA Condo in OCEAN CITY, MARYLAND. Bayside, beautiful
sunsets, fishing. Right next to the pool. Centrally located, close to al the amenities. Just
cross the street to the ocean. Call Sandy at 896-1678 for more information or to reserve a

Board of Education Meetings

Schedule

(meetings are held at the District Offices at 8:15 PM)
« February 9, 2009 - Evans, Myers, Van Wyck

« February 23, 2009 - Brinckerhoff, John Jay, Orchard View

« March 9, 2009 - Gayhead, Sheafe, Vassar

« March 23, 2009 - Ketcham, Kinry, Oak Grove

« April 6, 2009 - Evans, Fishkill, Wappingers

« April 26, 2009 (TUESDAY) - Fishkill Plains, Myers, Van Wyck

« May 4, 2009 - Brinckerhoff, John Jay, Vassar

« May 18, 2009 - Gayhead, Orchard View, Sheafe

« June 8, 2009 - Ketcham, Wappingers
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