A publication of the Wappingers Congress of Teachers

Nov. 7, 2008

Vol. 37, No. 5

the WCT GCOMMENTATOR

Inside this | ssue:

Letter to the Editor
2008 - 2009 Pay Days

ELT’s Spring Course Catalog
isOnline

Members' Classified Ads

Board of Education Meetings
Schedule

Financial Advisor Dates

Attention All Knitters and
Crocheters

Don’'t know what to do with all that leftover yarn? Well, the WCT has
asolution for you...........

the“KNIT ONE, SAVE ONE” campaign from
Save the Children

Something as simple asaknit or crochet cap can save ababy’slife. In
many poor countries newbornsdie each year withinthefirst few months
of life....half within the first 24 hours after birth. In addition to
antibiotics, immunizations, skilled birth attendants, and education about
child care, KEEPING THE BABY WARM can help save many lives,
Thisiswhere your cap comesin!

Each cap takes about 45 minutes to an hour to make. We are sure
there are many WCT members who can take the time to make at |east
one of these adorable little baby caps. We have simple patterns for
you to use, or you may be creative and use your own ideas.

When you are done all you haveto do is place your cap(s) in amanila
envelope and get it to Chris Romano at Myers Corners Elementary
School. You can aso drop them off at the union office. A box with
all our capswill be sent to Save the Children in Westport, Connecticut
in the name of the WCT. The deadline for sending capsisthe end of
December but you will have to get them delivered by December 19th.

If you would like more information about the program go to
www.savethechildren.org and see for yoursalf.

Thank you in advance for your help.



Letter to the Editor

Dear Commentator:

| wasvery interestedin, and impressed by, the article about
Conrad Gagnon and his crusade against road rage. Road
rageisclearly afrightening and increasingly common phenomenon, and | applaud
his effortsto curtail it.

| wondered, though, about the point that Mr. Gagnon “ came up with a gesture
which signals ‘Peace’,” so | checked his website. Conradpaxnobiscum.com
includesanApril 2008 | etter to the DMV inwhich Gagnon statesthat he” created”
thissignal. Infact, this same gesture has been documented by archaeol ogists as
being more than 2500 years old, and it was used by the Jewish High Priests
during the Priestly Blessing. The Priests’ descendants still use this hand signal
when delivering that blessing. Leonard Nimoy, raised as an Orthodox Jew,
suggested this symbol, as he had seen it on the Jewish High Holidays, to be used
asapeace signin Star Trek. Thefirst line of the blessing, trandlated from the
Hebrew, is“May the Lord blessyou and protect you.” The position of thethumb
isimmaterial; Mr. Gagnon’s addition of a candle may well be original, but that
isobviously not part of the hand signal.

| agreethat thisgesture would be very appropriateto signify awish for peace on
theroad. However, asthe Priestly Blessing (and Judaism) predates Christianity
(and ritual Latin), renaming thislong-standing sign of blessing and peace * Pax
Nobiscum” neither properly credits nor impliesitstrue origin.

| would respectfully suggest that Mr. Gagnon revise his material so that it no
longer impliesthat this peace symbol iseither an original or a Christian concept,
and properly publicize those revisions. In addition, | respectfully suggest he
rename his crusade with an appropriate English name - although “ Shalom Lanu”
(Peace be with us) would be simpler and more historically appropriate.

As Mr. Gagnon continues to use his retirement as an opportunity to continue to
make a difference, | hope that he will clearly give proper credit to the origin of
thisgesture. | am sure we all hope that this campaign to eliminate road rage is
successful.

In solidarity,
Betsy Solomon

page 2 the WCT COMMENTATOR

2008 - 2009
Pay Days

* Friday, November 14, 2008
* Wednesday, November 26,

2008

» Monday, December 15, 2008
» Tuesday, December 30, 2008
* Thursday, January 15, 2009
* Friday, January 30, 2009

* Friday, February 13, 2009

* Friday, February 27, 2009

* Friday, March 13, 2009

» Monday, March 30, 2009

» Wednesday, April 15, 2009
* Thursday, April 30, 2009

* Friday, May 15, 2009

* Friday, May 29, 2009

» Monday, June 15, 2009

* Friday, June 26, 2009

ELT’sSoring
CourseCatalog
ISOnline

Members are just “clicks’ away from
professional development opportuni-
tieswithNY SUT’sEducation & Learn-
ing Trust.
» See the Oct. 23 New York
Teacher or download the full
Spring 2009 Schedule of
Coursesat www.nysut.or g/elt.
* Register onlinewith ELT Web
services
Questions? Contact the NY SUT Edu-
cation & Learning Trust at
ELTmail@nysutmail.org, or call
(800) 528-6208.
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Members Classified Ads

T KEEL SYSTEMS,

LLC

Computer (PC/Mac)
Setup / Repair /Improve-
ments Software Setup
and Instruction
* Virus/Spyware Protection, Detection

& Removal
« Data Backup & Recovery
e Networks: Wired/Wireless
* Mobile Computing (Laptops/PDAS)
« Digital Photography/VHS to DVD

Ed McKenna - 845-471-7607

EdmundTMckennaJr@gmail.com

Are you thinking of buying or selling a
home now or in the future?

For amarket andysisof your homeor a
referra to buy ahome, call me or email me:

Chuck Deppe
845-227-3859
ctdepl@optonline.net
25+ years of Real Estate experience,
locally and nationally
A WCT member for 40 years

“ BEvery day isanew day in real edatel”

Chuck Deppe
Licensed Red Edtate Sdesperson
Houlihan Lawrence Redty
Route 52

Hopewd| Jet., NY 12533

FOR SAL E: Vermont Castings Defiant Wood Stove.
Rubber Matsfor Volvo XC-90 - front, rear, and cargo
area. Weather Tech Front and Rear Window Rain
Guards. Four 17 inch 1000 Miglia Rims, 225/45
7R17 Avon Tires for Audi A4 Quatro, will split. 18
ft. pool, no liner, 2 speed pump, soar heater, manta
pool cleaner, vacuum accessories. Pool ladder and
stairs. Loop lock cover. Outdoor Christmas lights
for roof and bushes. Call 845-896-7664.

FOR SALE: 1997 Ford Truck F 150, XLT, V-6,
super cab with third door, 5 speed manual
transmission, 80 K miles, origina owner, red, very
good condition, asking $5000.00. Cdl: George @
226-5071.

FOR RENT: Village of Wepp. Fdls 2BR gpt. on
2ndflr. $1,400/mo. heet & hwindl. Avail. /1/09.
Cdl Anne: 297-1643.
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FreeEstimates
CHRIS CAPASSO

Interior & Exterior Painting
Guitter Cleaning, Roofing, Siding,
Windows
Power Washing & Staining

Phone: 845-242-8228

Never Clean Your Gutters Again!®
Dutchess

GII“BI‘HElIIIEt Inc.
e

Guitter Protection Systems

The First. The Best. The #1 Gutter
Protection System in the World.

Joe Schmid - (845) 297-0500
www.gutter helmet.com

gutter helmet @verizon.net

*Special 20% discount to
WCT Members

Absolute Masonry Services

“ Experienced Masons Serving the Hudson Valley”

Stone * Cultured Stone * Brick * Gardens
* Patios* Walls* Walkways * Concrete *
Block * Stucco * Fireplace & Chimney
Veneer * All Masonry Repairs

Seatt » cafarella - Masonry Contractor
Phone: (845) 883-0086
Cell: (845) 401-7787
E-mail: Vmason77@aol.com

A +D.J. Services
New York Hudson Valley
D.J. HARRY

parties - retirements - weddings -
anniversaries - any occasion

. H. Ramirez
5Willi Rd.
New Paltz, N.Y. 12561
(@ (845) 255-6732
Harryshine5@aol.com

WCTeachers.org

STACY McCUSKER
Licensed SalesAgent &
WCT Member

(845) 452-1156 BUSINESS
(845) 453-9113 CELL
(845) 452-1631 FAX
stacy.mccusker @col dwellbanker.com

CcO SLL

| E=imis|
CURRIER & LAZIER
REALTORS®
4 Commerce Street, Suite B-2
Poughkeepsie, NY 12603
www.coldwel lbankerhudsonvalley.com

SHIKLET
KOJICIKE

PHOTOGRAPHY

PORTRAITS

Seniors, Families, Children
Created in the studio or on location

xR
Specidizingin
WEDDING Photography.

R

Shirley Rosicke
845-226-5019
www.ROSICKE.com

LITTLE DEPOT
Lione, Williams,
K-Line
Trans
6000 part inventory
REPAIR SERVICE

by appointment only
OLD TRAINSBOUGHT

thelittledepot @earthlink.net
845-226-5019
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* Next issue of the WCT COMMENT AT OR- -
November 21, 2008&.

Board of Education M egtings

Schedul € (mesetings are held at the District Offices at
8:15 PM)

* November 17, 2008 - Evans, John Jay, Myers

« December 1, 2008 - Brinckerhoff, Oak Grove, Van Wyck
« December 15, 2008 - Gayhead, Kinry, Vassar

« January 12, 2009 - Ketcham, Orchard View, Sheafe

« January 26, 2009 - Fishkill, Fishkill Plains, Wappingers

« February 9, 2009 - Evans, Myers, Van Wyck

« February 23, 2009 - Brinckerhoff, John Jay, Orchard View
« March 9, 2009 - Gayhead, Sheafe, Vassar

« March 23, 2009 - Ketcham, Kinry, Oak Grove

« April 6, 2009 - Evans, Fishkill, Wappingers

« April 26, 2009 (TUESDAY) - Fishkill Plains, Myers, Van Wyck
« May 4, 2009 - Brinckerhoff, John Jay, Vassar

« May 18, 2009 - Gayhead, Orchard View, Sheafe

« June 8, 2009 - Ketcham, Wappingers

Financial Advisor Dates

A financial consultant from Stacey Braun Associates, Inc. will beinthe WCT
office:

November 19
December 3 & 17
January 7 & 21
February 4 & 18
March 4 & 18
April 15 & 29
May 6 & 20
June3 & 17

Appointments are one (1) hour in length from 2 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. on afirst
comefirst served basis. Sincethese dotsfill up very quickly, call assoon as
possible. The WCT office number is 227-5065. If the above dates are not
convenient for you, call Stacey Braun Associates, Inc. 1-888-949-1925 directly
and other arrangements may be possible.

the WCT COMMENTATOR
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