Send to your NY State Legislator
Support Community Colleges: Reject Mid-Year Cuts

Level of Government: State
As a constituent and a community college supporter, I am writing to ask for your support for SUNY and CUNY community colleges by rejecting the Governor's proposals to cut community college base aid. The Executive has proposed a mid-year cut of 10 percent in state aid to these important institutions and proposes to continue this 10 percent reduction for 2009-10. For SUNY's community colleges, this equates to a mid-year cut of $11 million for 2008-09 and a $46 million cut for the 2009-10 academic year. For CUNY, the mid-year cut equates to $4.2 million and the 2009-10 academic year cut equals $17 million. 

These proposed reductions are in response to a current year state deficit of $1.5 billion and the looming $15 billion state deficit for the 2009-10 SFY. While I recognize the serious nature of the state's fiscal situation, these proposed cuts are counter-productive and will only serve to exacerbate our growing economic problems. Community colleges are the gateway to achieving a college degree for hundreds of thousands of citizens in this state. This is especially true in times of economic crisis. 

During economic downturns, the demand for the academic services provided by these campuses goes up dramatically as people lose jobs and seek further education and technical skills to become more marketable in a tightening job market. Moreover, we know that our community colleges are often the only choice for many qualified high school graduates who cannot afford private colleges and are shut out of SUNY and CUNY four-year institutions due to their lack of capacity to place them.

Right now, our state's community colleges are experiencing record enrollments and an increasing number of applications to their campuses. Administrators are facing enormous difficulties in accommodating students' needs with fewer faculty and resources. If these proposed cuts are enacted, the only choice administrators will have to replace these funds is to raise tuition as local governments are certainly in no position to make up the difference. Once again, the state will shift the burden – as it has done so many times in recent years – on the backs of students and working families who simply can't afford it especially in these tough economic times. Our community colleges are already among the most expensive in the nation. In addition, these cuts may force qualified students to be turned away as campuses may be forced to cap enrollment. 

I understand that all New Yorkers must share in the pain to deal with this economic crisis. I submit however, that public higher education has more than paid its share not only this year, but over the last two decades during both good and bad economic times. One only has to read the report of the NYS Commission on Higher Education to validate this point. Moreover, we cannot address this huge fiscal problem all on the expenditure side of the state's balance sheet. We need a balanced approach which includes implementing measures that will increase state revenues. 

The Executive Budget proposals for community colleges squarely puts the burden on low-middle income New York families through higher tuition, higher fees and fewer public services and asks nothing from the wealthiest among us who can most afford it. Increasing revenues by asking the wealthy to temporarily pay a little more in income taxes is certainly warranted and was done in 2003 without any mass exodus of this population or any negative impact to our state's economy. In addition, the state should use the Tax Stabilization Reserve Fund (Rainy Day Fund) which currently has more than $1 billion and is intended to be used for fiscal emergencies.

I find it extremely disturbing that community college cuts are proposed when there are other alternatives such as using our state reserves and asking wealthy New Yorkers to pay a little more have, thus far, been rejected. Clearly, there are hard choices to be made. I hope that you will choose to protect our community colleges and our students who ultimately are our state's future. 

I would greatly appreciate a response to my letter. Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

 

Your Name Here

