Send to your U.S. Legislator
Support Federal Economic Recovery Package

Level of Government: Federal

As one of the more than 600,000 members of New York State United Teachers (NYSUT), I am writing to urge you to work with President-elect Obama for swift passage of an economic recovery and stimulus package that provides the substantial relief New York needs to sustain services for our children. 

This Wall Street-triggered economic crisis has hit New York especially hard. We’re facing a budget deficit of more than $15 billion, making New York’s shortfall among the highest in the nation. It is crucial that the new Congress respond promptly to stave off budget cuts to vital public programs in our public schools and colleges, and health care. 

With that in mind I am specifically urging that the following be included in the stimulus package: 

Provide direct assistance to New York through existing formulas and through education block grants – as would happen with the well-received $6.4-billion Schumer plan. This could be used to fund essential services for our children under ESEA (Elementary and Secondary Education Act) or IDEA (the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act). As it now stands, $2.5 billion in cuts to education funding are on the table, and federal funds earmarked for education would help prevent damaging cuts; and 

Immediate fiscal relief through an increase in the Federal Medical Assistance Percentages (FMAP) contribution to the state Medicaid Program to provide general budget help to New York State. The proposals before Congress would provide up to $5 billion in much needed relief. It would help free up funding to restore proposed cuts to vital programs and services. 

New Yorkers are hurt personally and profoundly by this major economic crisis. As one of your constituents I am relying on you and your colleagues to work with the new administration to quickly pass an economic stimulus and recovery package that will provide the help New York so desperately needs. 

Sincerely,

Your Name Here

