Send to your NY State Legislator

Restore Funding to Teacher Centers

Level of Government: State

As an educator and constituent, I would like to thank you for your previous support of New York's Teacher Centers. The 2009-10 Executive Budget proposal eliminates the entire $40 million for Teacher Centers. Teacher Centers provide high quality professional development to approximately 267,000 teachers and 41,000 Teacher Assistants through a statewide network of 132 centers. These Centers are vital resources that are woven into the fabric of our schools, enabling them to improve student learning, eliminate the achievement gap and retain quality teachers.

Educators face increased pressure to have their students meet higher state and federal educational standards. The programs and services provided by these centers are firmly committed to NCLB's goals and are supportive of the framework that embraces standards, accountability and the guarantee of a high-quality education for all students. Teacher Centers are invaluable resources available to teachers for the professional development that enables them to continue to contribute to the improvement of education in New York State. These programs must be fully funded in order to continue increasing academic achievement. 

Teacher Resource and Computer Training Centers were established by the State Legislature in 1984 to provide comprehensive, ongoing professional development and support services to the state's teachers. Through professional development, these programs are a vital component in ensuring that teachers have the skills and knowledge to address the learning needs of all students, enabling them to successfully meet higher academic standards. While these Centers continue to be the only statewide network that reaches all educators, the Computer/Technology Centers enables educators to enhance their knowledge and skills to integrate technology into instruction for the 21st century.

Teacher Centers are fully embedded with school improvement efforts, since the primary goals of all centers are to increase student achievement and support high quality instruction. Through the myriad of Teacher Centers initiatives educators are able to draw on current education research and best practices in professional development, designed to deepen content knowledge and enhance pedagogical skill. Elimination of these Centers would make it extremely difficult for educators in our schools to have immediate access to education research and best practices that would increase the quality of education by providing the most effective instruction possible to enhance student learning. 

Teacher Centers work, we respectfully request your continued support of teacher development and support initiatives to improve teaching and learning in New York State. I urge you to affirm this commitment by fully funding Teacher Centers so we can continue to improve student achievement and teacher quality and eliminate the education gap.
Sincerely,

Your Name Here

